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Abstract 

In this study, we aimed to recognize the student’s mastery in determining the word classes of 
nouns, verbs, and adjectives and analyzed the errors made by the students during the process. 
A total of 117 excellent Year 6 students from 20 different Tamil vernacular schools – SJK(T) 
in Kuala Selangor district were selected as research samples. We used quantitative approach in 
this study. Written test was conducted to determine the student’s understanding in grouping the 
word classes for each word. In addition, Corder’s Language Error Analysis Theory (1981) 
comprised of five steps was used to pinpoint the students’ mistakes made during the 
categorization of word classes. Based on the findings, the student’s ignorance of the existence 
of affix is the most common mistake made in the classification of word classes especially for 
nouns and verbs. A large number of students assumed that nouns with affix is always verb. The 
lacking of knowledge on the selection of noun affixes is one of the problems faced by the 
learners in identifying the word classes. Other than that, learners often failed to describe 
adjective in context or picture, misuse of the affixation conceptand their lacking of vocabulary 
in adjectives also showed the weakness of the students in illustrating the word classes for a 
word. In conclusion, the overall results showed that the mastery level of students’ in 
determining the word classes is not up to par. Thus, a robust technique is in need for the learners 
to help them identifying the word classes of the word clearly and precisely.  

Key words: adjectives,errors, misclassification, nouns, second language learners, verbs, word 
classes 

1.0 Introduction 

In today’s global development, the success of any country including Malaysia, the developing 
country depends on the education, competencies and skills of its people in the nation. In line 
with that, the Ministry of Education in Malaysia launched a new NationalEducation Blueprint 
in attempt to improve the quality of education and raised the bar to the international standard. 
The government is preparing the youth and children to survive in the 21st century and increase 
the expectation of public mainly parents in education policy. Education plays a key role to the 
development of any countries including economic growth and also to the development of our 
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own human race. As Malaysia is one of the multilingual countries where Malay language is the 
national and official language, so the government expected all people in the nation to know the 
language. Therefore, the plans have highlighted the importance of teaching and learning Malay 
language in all schools including vernacular schools. To master the language, the government 
implies the approaches to second language instruction, focusing on the four macro skills of 
speaking, listening, reading and writing. However, there is a need to understand that non-native 
speakers might have difficulty to learn Malay as their second language. Their competencies in 
the languages may vary.   

While performance in examination is very important, students are accessed under Standard 
Primary School Curriculum in Malaysia. The curriculum outlines the importance of grammar 
of Malay language in creating high quality writing and improve day-to-day communication. 
However, the usage of Malay Language among non-native speakers is weak, especially in 
SJK(T).  Choosing the correct word is the main aspect when mastering a language. Nouns, 
verbs, adjectives, and adverbs are among the word classes found in Malay Language (Nik 
Safiah Karim et.al, 2015). Without any of these word classes, building a sentence is impossible. 
The main word classes are able to stand as the core in phrases, namely noun phrases, verb 
phrases, and adjective phrases. Based on NorlizaJamaludin (2008), the aspect of categorising 
word classes in Malay Language may be split based on semantics (word meaning), morphology 
(forming words involving suffixes), and syntax (placement of word within the sentence). 
Students often failed to differentiate the word classes resulting in wrong choice of words for 
the context or usage of the term in speaking (Tengku NazatulShima Tengku Paris &Rahmah 
Lob Yussof, 2012). This proves that the mastery of the word classes may aid in achieving the 
objective of the curriculum framework for Malay Language. In spite of that, the mastery of 
main word classes among students especially non-native speakers are still in question. 
Therefore, this has provided a gap for researchers to delve into the mastery of students in 
determining word groups and categorizing them into noun, verb, or adjective. This study also 
gives a detailed analyses of the mistakes made by the students during the process.  

2.0 Research Methodology 

2.1 Selection of Participants and Location 

A number of 117 students, aged 12 years old were chosen from 20 different SJK(T) schools 
under Kuala Selangor district. The Year 6 participantsare high-achieving students who scored 
grade A in their monthly Malay language examination in schools.  

2.2Test Methods 

The study employed both qualitative and quantitative methods for the data collection and the 
results were statistically calculated. A written test was used as research tool to test the students 
where they need to identify the word classes; noun, verb or adjective for the given word and 
categorized them. This testing method have been reviewed and approved by the experts. All the 
words in the written exam were based on Year 1 to Year 6 Malay language textbooks. The test 
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was prepared based on the JadualSpesifikasiUjian (JSU) used in all government school in 
Malaysia. In addition to that, Malay language teachers over five years’ experience were 
examined the written exam prior to the test.  
The teachers were evaluated the performance of the students. The performance was measured 
based on the grades, scores, and percentages obtained by the students in the word classes written 
test. Then, the scores were ranked into few groups; excellent, good, average, poor and very 
poor (Nora’zian, 2018) 

2.3Analysis of Linguistics Error 

The linguistic error was emphasized by Corder (1981) in five steps including collecting, 
identifying, describing, clarifying and correcting linguistics errors. During the test, the students 
were asked to categorize the word classes for each word with and without suffixes. Then, they 
needed to form nouns and verbs from the word given and also identify adjectives from a picture. 
From this test, we can understand the students’ knowledge and skills on the determination of 
word classes and analyzed the mistakes occurred during the process of identification of word 
classes. 
3.0 Research Findings and Discussion 

The overall test scores of students obtained from the written test and six respective parts were 
presented in the Figure 1. The findings showed that only 7.7% of students were able to obtain 
excellent results, namely within the 80-100 marks range, while 12.5% of students were in the 
above average group, obtaining marks between 65-79, and 16.1% students obtained average 
results, obtaining between 50-64 marks. However, the number of students who obtained less 
than 50 marks were found to be more than half of the overall number of students, at 
approximately 67.9%, or 76 out of 117 students. All primary school leavers are required to 
excel in mastering the grammar especially word classes. But now, there is a big question on the 
skills of students and their understanding on the word classes. The children cannot make or 
convey the meaning of the word in any content of text without a basic understanding of how 
grammar works. So, this will cause difficulty for the children to learn more intensive grammar 
in secondary school. 

 
Figure 1: Word classes written test scores of students for each section.  
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In Section A, the written test was focused on the selection of correct word classes; verb, noun 
or adjective for all the word provided. The results showed that only 13.7% of students secured 
anexcellent result with scores in the range of 80-100, while 7.7% of students were able to 
identify the word classes for the given words well, where they obtained scores in the range of 
65-79. About 26 students in the class were obtained an average score of 50 to 64 marks. 
Approximately 64 students were failed to select the correct word classes for the word given. 
This clearly showedeven though the students have achieved high marks in Malay language 
paper in the final examination, but in fact, they are still plagued with confusion when 
determining the correct word classes. More over when the words were taken from their 
textbooks. To get a better understanding, we therefore collected all the type of error made by 
the students, categorized them based on Corder’s Language Error Theory (1981) and analyzed 
the factors that contributed to them.  

 
Figure 2: The percentage of chosen and not chosen answers obtained from students for each 
sections of (a) Part A, (b) Part B, (c) Part C, and (d) Part D in written test.  

 

Figure 2a showed the categorization results of nouns, verbs, and adjectives. A significant error 
was seen on the selection of certain words such as “persiapan”, “senaman”, “persembahan”, 
and “arahan”, They were wrongly identified as verb. “Senaman” was considered as the 
toughest question in this section as about 82 students (70%) of 117 students answered 
wrongly.A total of 61 students(52%), 75 students (64%) and 63 students (54%) out of 117 
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students were misidentified “persiapan”, “persembahan” and “arahan” as verbs 
respectively.This is because they have been taught in school that any words refer to action are 
considered as verb. Therefore, they assumed that any words with action refers as verb, but in 
reality, they are not. Lack of knowledge about the existence of noun affixes and the notion that 
all affixes will form verbs is the main factor for the issue.  

Besides, the mistake of the students on the selection of adjectives as noun or verbs was recorded 
as well. About 48 students (41%), 42 students (36%), and 39 students (33%) miscategorized 
adjective words; "cerah", "bijak" and “usung” respectively as verbs or nouns.The results 
proved that non-native speakers with lack of basic knowledge in grammar are unable to 
categorize words into respective word classes. Zaliza (2017) indicated that the learners who are 
good in analyzing the word and know the meaning of the words are more likely to be successful 
in the identification of word classes.In addition, a study conducted by Ang and Che Radiah 
(2012) showed that mother tongue language in day-to-day communication also leads to 
difficulty in learning second language for the non-native speakers. The findings have been 
supported by Chew Fong Peng (2016) and Mohd Fuad (2018) through their research which 
proved that learning Malay Language among Chinese and Indian students are plagued with 
complexity and confusion. For example, there is a situation where a number of SJK(T) students 
failed in Malay language due to the loss of opportunity in befriending Malay or Chinese peers 
(Jeyagobi, 2011). 

In Section B, students were required to identify nouns from the text given. Figure 1 showed 
that about 92 students (78.7%) were able to identify the nouns in the text, whereas 25 students 
(21.4%) failed to do so. We noticed that most students were able to select the nouns easily, but 
it was a challenge for them to identify the nouns that come together with the affixes, which is 
derivatives. Based on Figure 2b, a total of 69 students (59%), 65 students (56%) and 52 students 
(44%) out of 117 students were not identified “keselamatan”, “makanan” and “minuman” as 
noun respectively. The students may fail to select those words as noun due to the lack of 
knowledge on the existence of noun affixes in words. 

Next, students were asked to choose verbs from the text given in Section C. Around 111 
students (94.8%) out of 117 students were able to identify and make a list of verbs found in the 
text, be it verbs that are present with the affixes or verbs that stand independently without 
affixes (Figure 1). The findings showed that students from national-type schools are able to 
categorize verbs as it is easy to identify the existence of affixes with root word. The percentage 
of wrong chosen verbs is insignificant in Section C (Figure 2c). Other than that, the learning of 
verb affixes in National-Type School Malay Language Text Book from Year 1 to Year 6 has 
been emphasized.  Thus, the mastery of verbs can be seen through students’ answers.    

Section D in the word classes written test is the part that tests students’ capability to identify 
adjectives through the text provided. The outcome was unexpected where 75 students (64.1%) 
among excellent learners were unable to identify adjectives (Figure 1). Vijayaletchumy 
Subramaniam &SivaneswarySivaratanam (2019) also found that the mastery of adjectives 



87 | Vol. 18 Issue-5, 2023 

 

 

https://seyboldreport.net/ 

among non-native speakers is still weak due to the fact that the exposure to adjectives is less 
emphasised in Malay Language Text Book even in secondary school. Figure 2d showed that 
the students have some problems in identifying adjectives. The answers gave by students in 
sections A and D were similar, where they were unable to decide on the word classes 
representing the adjectives, thus failed to list out the adjectives that can be found in the text.   

Standard Primary School Curriculum serves as the guideline in teaching and learning of Malay 
Language at school, outlines the importance of grammar aspects, especially morphology that 
needs to be mastered by every student.  Apart from that, a student has to understand and master 
the group by context, in both oral and writing (Isa et al., 2021). Thus, section E has been 
developed to test the students’ capability in forming nouns and verbs based on the root words 
provided.  The outcome showed that the students’ capability in forming nouns and verbs is at 
an alarming level as 95 students (81%) failed to form nouns and verbs (Figure 1). Meanwhile, 
7% of the students have poor results, and 3% of the students managed to obtain above average 
grade. Surprisingly, the percentage of students achieved the goal was only 7%, or only 8 
students. 

Figure 3 showed the mistakes for the word "karang" is particularly prominent when only 36% 
of students can form nouns, while 64% of students can form verbs. This proves that the student's 
ability to form verbs by using affixes is higher compared to the formation of nouns. Then, the 
percentage of students who can form nouns using the words "edar" and "padam" is only 45% 
of students and 47% of students respectively. The findings of the study demonstrated that 
students can form verbs using affixes correctly, but they choose to use the wrong affixes when 
forming nouns. Based on the student’s feedback, there was some confusion with affixes when 
they were requested to form nouns and verbs. To add to this, the lack of knowledge on affixes 
for nouns and the assumption that all affixes will form verbs, appear to be the main reasons 
behind the issue.  Thus, the level of mastery of adjectives is said to be low.  
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Figure 3a) An analysis of students’ response on derived nouns. 3b) An analysis of students’ 
response on derived verbs. 

 

Table 1: Some examples of mistakes made by the students in word formation. 

Errors 
during the 

pebantu 
Correction 

pembantu 

pesapu penyapu 
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formation of 
derived 
nouns 

peedar pengedar 

pekarang pengarang 

pecat pengecat 

pepadam pemadam 

petanam penanam 

Errors 
during the 
formation of 
derived verbs 

mekunjung 

Correction 

mengunjung 

mesapu menyapu 
meedar mengedar 

mekarang mengarang 

mecat mengecat 

mernak menternak 

metanam menanam 

 
 

Table 1 showed some examples of mistakes made by the student. Learners have very limited 
information on the rules of grammar and tend to make mistakes by choosing the wrong affix 
ormiss a step onthe substitution process after receiving an affix. It has been supported by 
Hasmidar Hassan, Mardian Shah Omar &PuteriRoslina Abdul Wahid (2018) who stated that 
students do not understand the function of each affix in word formation hence they choose the 
wrong word classes. This proves that the misuse of the concept of affixation can lead to spelling 
errors in the sentence orconvey wrong message. Students should be exposed to the formation 
of nouns and verbs based on the concept of affixes so that learners can form a solid sentence 
without grammatical or spelling mistakes. Therefore, the selection of the correct suffix based 
on the base word is very important in the construction of a sentence that conforms to the rules 
of grammar correctly. 

In the last section of the written test, the students were asked to list down adjectives to describe 
a picture. Adjectives is used to describe, identify or further define nouns or pronouns. So, this 
part of test was intended to expand the knowledge of adjective words and help the children to 
understand the meaning of these adjectives. Besides that, the children will have a chance to be 
creative and imaginative when writing. Therefore, it is important for the children to know how 
to use of it in sentence or statement. 

The results showed that only 40 students (34%) out of 117 students were able to describe the 
picture with nine types of adjectives. Based on the primary school curriculum, a student should 
know in and out of the adjective vocabulary by Year 6. However, in this study, about 77 
students (66%) were unable to make a list of adjective to describe the picture. Another study 
conducted by Eve Zyzik& Clara Azevedo (2019) also showed the same observation on second 
language learners where they have significantly difficulty in discriminating between adjectives 
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and nouns.With this, it is to be said that the mastery of adjectives is at critical level especially 
among non-native speakers. 

4.0 Conclusion 

In conclusion, the student’s mastery in determining the word classes; noun, verb and adjective 
among non-native speakers is very poor. Students often determined the word classes of a word 
based on their own understanding of the meaning. The meaning of the sentence to be conveyed 
is also influenced by the use of affixes in word formation. Failure to convey meaning well 
whether in the oral or written context can affect the communication between the presenter and 
listener. Besides that, lack of knowledge about the affixes variation is one of the factor 
contributing to the poor level of mastery of Malay language among second language learners. 
In terms of Malay language pedagogy, this study can help teachers to recognize student 
weakness in determining the word classes at the early stage. Teachers cananalyze more 
precisely the mistake made by the student when forming words with the use of affixes and 
thefactors that contribute to it. Thus, now allow many researchers or teacher to develop new 
strategies for improvement.  
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